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PreGiec.

The Dhammapada \lthakatha or the Dhampia Atuwiwa is
eommentary on the Dhammapada compiled by the illustrious com-
mentator Buddhagdsa Maha Thera, tho author of Visuddhi Maggn.
The Dhammapada forms part of one of the 15 Books constituting the
Khudgoth Sangi, which is amongst one of the Books of the Sutta
Pitaka. The Dhammapada Atthakathd, which is now printed, is used
by students in all the Pali Colleges as a standuvd work for the study
ol the Pali Literature. The Sinhalese Sovereign Siliméghawarna has
compiled a treatise giving explanatary notes on the difficult words
found in the DhammapadaAtthakatha named “Getapada Vivarana' or
a Vocabulary, which has been published. |

The Maha Thera Dhammaséna has made a Sanne (paraphrase)
of the Atthakathd known as “‘Ratanavaliya,” which has already ap-
peared in print. These publications will prove to be of great assistance
to the student of the Atthakathd. The Atthakathd comprises of Gathas
(stanzas) that are culled from almost all the Books of the Sutta Pitaka
TFor a transalation of and comments on these Gathas reference is ag
present made to the Books from which they are culled, which involves
great difficulty and much trouble. In producing this work my en.
deavour has heen chiefly to-avoid such difficulties and afford greater
facility to the student.

The compilation of this work has been greatly due to the solici-
tation of those, who have approved my Péli Poem entitled *‘Lakbana
Sathaka,” consisting of 125 verses describing the 32 characteristic
features of the Lord Gautama Luddha and the physiognomical signs
depicted in His body, and composed at the time I applied for the
U pasampada (ordiuation.) '

My best thanks are due to my Teachers and to those, at whose
request this work has been prepared.

S. SUMANGALA,
Author,
P. DRAMMACHETIYA COLLEGE,
RATMALANA, Tth Maxrcu 1899,
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